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CONGRATULATIONS!
 
And welcome to a mystery in The Life Artois.  
You have an important role to play.

Here are a few instructions to help you along:

Firstly, relax.

This booklet contains everything you need  
to know to play your part.

The first page provides you with background 
information to help you get into character.  
No special acting abilities are required.  
Make as much of your character as you wish.

On each page you are given either dialogue  
to read out, questions to ask, or information  
to help you answer questions you will be 
asked by the other guests. We encourage you 
to ad lib, but no lying, please! That would ruin 
the fun, so please provide the information in 
this booklet when asked.

Your host will direct you where necessary 
and tell you when to move on to the next 
round when the time is just right.

If you are the murderer, you will not be told.  
So when you finally come to guess who did  
it – and you must point your finger at 
someone in the room – don’t  
forget yourself!

Lastly, enjoy solving your mystery. 
While enjoying a Stella Artois,  
of course.
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MICHAEL O’ROURKE 
 
KEEP THIS INFORMATION TO YOURSELF,  
AND USE IT TO HELP YOU TO ACT IN  
CHARACTER THROUGHOUT THE MYSTERY. 

You have moved around a lot and your 
accent has become rather distinctive  
and eclectic, with smooth undertones  
and excitable peaks.

As you are a real food fanatic, comment 
excessively on the food and drink, taking 
into account visual presentation right 
through to smell and actual taste.  
Wax lyrical and go totally over the top!

More importantly, try to get your fellow 
guests to smell what you smell and taste 
what you taste in the food and drink.  
Teach them to savour the experience and 
help them develop their noses and palate!

You enjoy innuendos and have a tendency 
to be a little naughty if you think you can 
get away with it. Feel free to inject an 
innuendo into any conversation. 

You have recently been employed to  
do some hotel rating and have been 
globetrotting, staying all expenses paid  
in some amazing five-star hotels. 
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MICHAEL O’ROURKE SPEAKS AFTER  
BROOKLYN TREVELYAN SAYING:

Well at least you’re still alive to live it down, 
which is more than can be said for Theresa!  
I’m just grateful she wasn’t killed by the food  
or drink. It would have been a crying shame  
to waste such a gourmet meal! 

I know Theresa’s chef has by reputation  
and I was really looking forward to sampling  
the menu tonight.

I’m Michael O’Rourke. You may have seen  
me on television?  

INTRODUCTIONS

AFTER THE INSPECTOR SPEAKS, USE  
THE FOLLOWING DIALOGUE TO INTRODUCE  
YOURSELF TO THE OTHER GUESTS,  
SPEAKING WHEN INDICATED BELOW.

AFTER YOU HAVE HEARD FROM EVERYONE,  
LISTEN TO THE INSPECTOR AGAIN BEFORE 
PROCEEDING TO ROUND ONE.
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SCRIPTED DIALOGUE — ROUND ONE

CHARLES JOHANSSEN Say? Of course I have 
something to say! This, 
quite frankly, is outrageous! 
However, my solicitor says  
I should cooperate,  
otherwise I’ll look guilty.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER Oh, in that case don’t 
cooperate Charles. It’s much 
more exciting to look guilty. 

DELPHINE CHEVALIER Forget the ride then, but  
trust me, the paparazzi love it! 
It does wonders for  
your street cred!

DELPHINE CHEVALIER Look, don’t worry everybody!  
I’ve been arrested before. It’s 
fine! You get to ride in the back 
of a cop car and sit in a cell  
with some random strangers! 

ALEX DE LUCA Really, Delphine? You might 
be able to carry off that 
guilty look, but the rest of us? 
Definitely not.

ALEX DE LUCA Random strangers? Oh I don’t 
think I’d like that very much  
at all.

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN Did your solicitor give you any 
other advice, Charles, or are 
we all in this for ourselves?

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN Or the ride in the cop car.  
I get travel sick in the back seat.

CHARLES JOHANSSEN Nothing useful, Brooklyn. He 
did say I could call him again  
if things got a little, er, hot.
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CHARLES JOHANSSEN

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN

Trust me, Delphine, that’s 
the last thing most of us 
here would ever want! My 
investors would run away like 
rats leaving a sinking ship if I 
happened to make the news 
for something like this.

It would be a new look for all  
of us, Charles.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER No, really! You’ll be all over 
the tabloids the next day.  
The trick is to look like you’re 
not enjoying the attention. 
Pull your jacket over your 
face like you’re reluctant to 
be seen, but ‘accidentally’ 
show just enough so they can 
recognise you. They love it! 
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For you, maybe.

SCRIPTED DIALOGUE — ROUND ONE 
(CONT)
ALEX DE LUCA

MICHAEL O’ROURKE I dare say of all of us, Brooklyn, 
you might be the only other  
one who could benefit from it.

QUESTIONS — ROUND ONE

QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD ASK:

Charles, I saw you twirling something in your  
hand earlier. What was it? Can you show us it?  
(Ask Charles to show you all CLUE 1) 

Brooklyn, did you know your art touched  
Theresa so deeply?
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QUESTIONS — ROUND ONE

QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD ASK:

Alex, I saw you pick something up from the  
floor earlier today. What was it you found?  
(Ask Alex to show CLUE 3).

Delphine, what were you planning this weekend?
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ANSWERS— ROUND ONE

ANSWERS YOU SHOULD GIVE  
WHEN ASKED THE RIGHT QUESTION:

WHEN ASKED: Michael, you mentioned  
you know the chef Theresa employs.  
Are they really as good as you say?

 
SAY: Good would be an understatement. 
They are one of the top class chefs in their 
field, not that Theresa appreciated his genius 
of course. No. She thought money could buy 
her anything. We all know that isn’t the case, 
although it has at least bought her a fabulous 
chef. And as they say, the quickest way to 
anyone’s heart is through their stomach.  
At least, I’ve always thought so. 

WHEN ASKED: Michael, how did you  
know Theresa?

SAY: Oh, we go way back. I’ve been in her 
social set for quite some time. She used  
to eat regularly at a restaurant I set up  
in Soho and I get invited to all her parties. 
I wouldn’t call us firm friends but we were 
definitely good aquaintances. We certainly 
savoured the finer things together, at least 
in a food sense.

DO NOT READ FURTHER UNTIL YOU HAVE 
HEARD FROM THE INSPECTOR AGAIN.

R
O

U
N

D
 O

N
E



9

SCRIPTED DIALOGUE — ROUND TWO

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN

CHARLES JOHANSSEN I don’t think that’s quite  
what the inspector had in 
mind, Delphine.

I’m not sure you wear specific 
clothing for a search, Alex.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

DELPHINE CHEVALIER I volunteer to get searched!

You call that style?

ALEX DE LUCA

ALEX DE LUCA Of course you do.

ALEX DE LUCA I hope it isn’t. I’m not wearing  
the right sort of clothing for  
a search.

I know that, dahling. I’m not  
a complete imbecile. What  
I meant was, if I’d known  
I was going to be searched,  
I’d have worn something  
less liable to damage.  
Fashion this good takes ages 
to put together, dahling.

CHARLES JOHANSSEN Well, I dare say it doesn’t 
matter what we’re wearing, 
any of us, because there will 
be NO searching needed of 
ANYONE. They already know 
how Theresa was killed, and it 
wasn’t by something small that 
could be easily hidden. 

ALEX DE LUCA No dahling, I call this FASHION.   
You wouldn’t know what that  
was if it came up and hit you  
in the face, trust me.
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SCRIPTED DIALOGUE — ROUND TWO 
(CONT)

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

ALEX DE LUCA

Alex, you might not be able to 
shift one of these sculptures, 
but that’s probably because 
you just don’t work out 
enough. I dare say I could lift 
one or two of them. I’m sure 
the paramedics had the staff 
help them too.

I bet they did. At least they 
didn’t ask any of us to help. 
That would have put me right 
off my food.

That much I can tell! If the  
artworks in Theresa’s house 
are anything to go by, nothing 
here could be moved without 
the use of a forklift! I don’t 
know how the paramedics  
got the sculpture lifted off  
her, not without help anyway. 
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BROOKLYN TREVELYAN I’d like to see you try and  
hide any of my artworks on 
your person. I believe art 
should be big and expressive.

MICHAEL O’ROURKE And that, my dear, would 
have been a terrible waste. 
The chef here is excellent!
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QUESTIONS — ROUND TWO

QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD ASK:

Alex, where does your money come from?  
Is it from your catwalk designs?

Brooklyn, a lot of the sculptures around Theresa’s 
house seem to have some sort of supports.  
Do the galleries sell them with your sculptures?
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ANSWERS — ROUND TWO

ANSWERS YOU SHOULD GIVE  
WHEN ASKED THE RIGHT QUESTION:

WHEN ASKED: Michael, do you know the  
chef Theresa employs here quite well?

SAY: Yes I do. We’ve been friends for years 
and I have to say, he wasn’t very happy 
working for her. I told him he should leave. 
No one should have to put up with the 
abuse she gives her staff. If I knew then 
what I know now, I’d never have provided 
that recommendation. The poor man has 
had no work-life balance since getting 
here. He’s got a young family and has barely 
seen them. He didn’t want to quit when I’d 
recommended him for the job, but I told him 
– just leave, Dennis! You can’t live like this! 

WHEN ASKED: Michael, did you meet  
Theresa today?

SAY: Yes I did. We met in the downstairs 
study. She had just had a blazing row  
with Delphine but was very much still  
alive when I left her. 

DO NOT READ FURTHER UNTIL YOU HAVE 
HEARD FROM THE INSPECTOR AGAIN.  
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SCRIPTED DIALOGUE  
— ROUND THREE

CHARLES JOHANSSEN I don’t think so, Alex. Finance 
is a very personal matter. 
My advisor and I work fist in 
glove. That is to say, we work 
very closely. And you have to 
have money to make money.

CHARLES JOHANSSEN Billions, Delphine. Billions! 
Oodles isn’t actually a 
recognised financial term.

CHARLES JOHANSSEN It’s not actually, Delphine. What  
I meant, Alex, is that a financial  
advisor that works at my level  
is not the sort of investment  
advice you would need.

ALEX DE LUCA I have money.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER Just not as much as Charles, 
Alex. He has oodles.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER Same thing.

ALEX DE LUCA I don’t have a question  
for you, Inspector, but  
I do have a question for you, 
Charles. You seem quite  
au fait with stocks and shares.  
Can you recommend a good 
financial advisor for me?

BROOKLYN TREVELYN I would recommend mine if 
I had one, Alex, but I tend to 
spend what I make. My agent 
handles most of my finances 
and just drip-feeds me a 
monthly allowance, otherwise 
I’d never have enough  
money for materials.
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CHARLES JOHANSSEN

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

I wish I’d learned to be  
more carefree when I was 
with you, Delphine.

I suppose you could say she  
was “feeling the squeeze”.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER It’s not too late, Charles. 
Money doesn’t make the 
world go around.

BROOKLYN TREVELYN And yet Theresa had money 
and look at her. 

ALEX DE LUCA True, but it sure helps, 
Delphine. Not all of us want  
to dress the way you do. Some 
of us need a little more luxury.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER Had being the operative word.  
Charles was busy shorting her 
stock, whatever that means.
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DELPHINE CHEVALIER Aw, come on, people!  
Life’s too short to be looking 
at investments. Make it,  
spend it, have fun doing it!  
Life is there to be enjoyed,  
not penny-pinched over!

SCRIPTED DIALOGUE  
— ROUND THREE (CONT)

MICHAEL O’ROURKE I really would rather you didn’t!
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QUESTIONS — ROUND THREE

QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD ASK:

Charles, where did you meet Theresa  
earlier today?

Brooklyn, I saw the police handing you 
something just before they announced  
the murder earlier. What was it they  
gave you? Can you show us?  
(Ask Brooklyn to show you CLUE 4.)
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ANSWERS — ROUND THREE

ANSWERS YOU SHOULD GIVE  
WHEN ASKED THE RIGHT QUESTION:

WHEN ASKED: Michael, did you hear anything 
strange this afternoon? 
 
SAY: What, like a loud crash you mean?  
If so then yes, I did. But what with  
Little Miss Clumsyclogs here knocking  
things flying every few minutes, I just  
thought another priceless vase had taken  
a tumble or something. I never thought 
anything of it.

WHEN ASKED: Michael, where were you this 
afternoon when the sculpture fell on Theresa?

SAY: Oh, I don’t know. In the garden 
probably. I’m not sure if anyone saw me 
taking a turn around the fountains, but 
I certainly saw Delphine and Charles 
together. They weren’t so much chatting as 
getting their mouths around some tongue-
twisters, if you know what I mean. I saw 
Alex too, taking a breath of fresh air on the 
patio. It has been glorious weather today. 

DO NOT READ FURTHER UNTIL YOU HAVE 
HEARD FROM THE INSPECTOR AGAIN.
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USE THE FOLLOWING DIALOGUE  
TO SUMMARISE YOUR POSITION,  
SPEAKING WHEN INDICATED BELOW. 

MICHAEL O’ROURKE SPEAKS AFTER 
BROOKLYN TREVELYAN SAYING:

Brooklyn! You can’t go around saying  
stuff like that! There’s probably  
a journalist or two hiding in the  
shrubbery outside with a directional  
mic, thanks to Delphine’s planning.  
I tell you one thing though. I’m never 
going to look at spatchcock in the  
same way again.   

AFTER YOU HAVE HEARD FROM ALL THE 
GUESTS MAKE A PREDICTION AS TO WHO 
THE MURDERER IS AND WHY.  

TELL THE OTHERS.

CONCLUDING STATEMENT
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