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Alex de Luca



2

CONGRATULATIONS!

 
And welcome to a mystery in The Life Artois. 
You have an important role to play.

Here are a few instructions to help you along:

Firstly, relax.

This booklet contains everything you need  
to know to play your part.

The first page provides you with background 
information to help you get into character. No 
special acting abilities are required. Make as 
much of your character as you wish.

On each page you are given either dialogue to 
read out, questions to ask, or information to 
help you answer questions you will be asked by 
the other guests. We encourage you to ad lib, 
but no lying, please! That would ruin the fun,  
so please provide the information in this 
booklet when asked.

Your host will direct you where necessary and 
tell you when to move on to the next round 
when the time is just right.

If you are the murderer, you will not be told. So 
when you finally come to guess who did it – and 
you must point your finger at someone in the 
room – don’t forget yourself!

Lastly, enjoy solving your mystery. 
While enjoying a Stella Artois, of course.
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ALEX DE LUCA  
 
KEEP THIS INFORMATION TO YOURSELF, AND USE IT TO HELP 
YOU TO ACT IN CHARACTER THROUGHOUT THE MYSTERY. 

You are vibrant, flamboyant and outrageously pretentious. 
Use the word ‘Dahling’ like it’s going out of fashion. 

Chat everyone up, flirt dangerously and make the most of 
your appearance at all times.

If you are ever walking about, make sure you walk as if you 
were taking a turn on the catwalk. As you chat around the 
table, be sure to hold poses as you talk and flash a brilliant 
smile at anyone who points a camera at you.

Feel free to comment on other people’s attire, 
complimenting them on stylish choices that they have 
made with their clothes, hair or jewellery – assuming 
of course they’ve actually made some! You find most 
people don’t understand fashion at all, so feel free to pass 
judgements on some bad taste in clothing too!

You are an expert on what is ’in’ and what is ’out’ of 
fashion, so you may wish to suggest alternative necklines, 
complementary colours and different accessories the 
other guests could try in future. You never get a second 
chance to make a first impression, and your mission in life 
is to ensure people make their first impression as good,  
or at least as memorable, as it can be.
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ALEX DE LUCA SPEAKS AFTER  
DELPHINE CHEVALIER SAYING:

I’m sure you can, dahling. It won’t take long either.  
You already look like you’ve been dragged through a  
hedge backwards. You couldn’t look more suspicious if you 
stood in front of a height chart with the word ‘Shoplifter’ 
held in front of you. Where DID you get those rags you’re 
wearing? And you say you’re a star! Honestly! 
 
You need to think about your appearance. I could work 
wonders for you, I really could. Look me up after all this  
is over. The name’s Alex De Luca.

I would give you my card, but I don’t think I want it to be 
associated with your pockets. Google me. I’m number one 
for world class fashion designers.

INTRODUCTIONS

AFTER THE INSPECTOR SPEAKS USE THE FOLLOWING 
DIALOGUE TO INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO THE OTHER 
GUESTS, SPEAKING WHEN INDICATED BELOW.

AFTER YOU HAVE HEARD FROM EVERYONE, LISTEN TO THE 
INSPECTOR AGAIN BEFORE PROCEEDING TO ROUND ONE.
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SCRIPTED DIALOGUE — ROUND ONE

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

ALEX DE LUCA

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN

CHARLES JOHANSSEN
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Say? Of course I have something to say!  
This, quite frankly, is outrageous! However, 
my solicitor says I should cooperate, 
otherwise I’ll look guilty.

Oh, in that case don’t cooperate Charles.  
It’s much more exciting to look guilty. 

Really, Delphine? You might be able to 
carry off that guilty look, but the rest of us? 
Definitely not.

Did your solicitor give you any other advice, 
Charles, or are we all in this for ourselves?

Nothing useful, Brooklyn. He did say I could 
call him again if things got a little, er, hot.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

ALEX DE LUCA

ALEX DE LUCA

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN

Forget the ride then, but trust me, the 
paparazzi love it! It does wonders for your 
street cred!

Look, don’t worry everybody! I’ve been 
arrested before. It’s fine! You get to ride in 
the back of a cop car and sit in a cell with 
some random strangers! 

Random strangers? Oh I don’t think I’d like 
that very much at all.

For you, maybe.

Or the ride in the cop car. I get travel sick in 
the back seat.
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QUESTIONS — ROUND ONE

QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD ASK: 

Charles, I’m sure I’ve detected some tension between you and Delphine.  
Do you already know each other? 

Brooklyn, I thought artists were only worth something when they’re dead.  
You seem to be doing quite well for yourself though. Why is that? 

IF FRANCESCA IS HERE TODAY ASK HER THIS QUESTION: 
Francesca, you said you designed Chateau d’Estelle. 
Does this mean Theresa was a client of yours?

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN

Trust me, Delphine, that’s the last thing most 
of us here would ever want! My investors 
would run away like rats leaving a sinking 
ship if I happened to make the news for 
something like this.

It would be a new look for all of us, Charles.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER No, really! You’ll be all over the tabloids the 
next day. The trick is to look like you’re not 
enjoying the attention. Pull your jacket over 
your face like you’re reluctant to be seen, 
but ‘accidentally’ show just enough so they 
can recognise you. They love it! 
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ANSWERS — ROUND ONE

ANSWERS YOU SHOULD GIVE WHEN ASKED THE RIGHT QUESTION:

WHEN ASKED: Alex, I saw you winding something around your fingers earlier. 
What was it? 
 
SAY: Just thread, dahling. I always carry some around in case I need to do an 
emergency repair. I keep a small reel of our seam silk with me at all times. 
It’s barely visible. Just the sort of thing you need to make running repairs on 
expensive clothing. I mean, you just never know when you’re going to pop a 
button or something, do you? It had unravelled in my pocket and got into a 
terrible tangle. I tried to wind it back up, but in the end I gave up and threw it 
out. I can’t use it now.  

WHEN ASKED: Alex, how do you know Theresa?

SAY: There comes a time, dahling, when you know everyone with several 
billion dollars behind their name. When you both move in the right circles 
you eventually bump into each other. I’ve got a wealthy client list. Many 
celebrities who work on Theresa’s TV productions ask me to design their 
wardrobe, or at the very least their latest red carpet numbers. We’ve met 
several times. 

IF NO ONE ASKS YOU TO REVEAL CLUE 3,  
DO SO AT THE END OF THE ROUND, TELL EVERYONE  
YOU FOUND IT ON THE FLOOR EARLIER AND SAY:

It looks like someone was trying to apologise. I don’t know who. It’s not 
Theresa’s handwriting anyway. 

DO NOT READ FURTHER UNTIL YOU HAVE HEARD FROM  
THE INSPECTOR AGAIN.
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CHARLES JOHANSSEN

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN

I don’t think that’s quite what the inspector 
had in mind, Delphine.

Well, I dare say it doesn’t matter what we’re 
wearing, any of us, because there will be NO 
searching needed of ANYONE. They already 
know how Theresa was killed, and it wasn’t 
by something small that could be easily 
hidden. 

I’m not sure you wear specific clothing for a 
search, Alex.

I’d like to see you try and hide any of my 
artworks on your person. I believe art should 
be big and expressive.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

I volunteer to get searched!

You call that style?

ALEX DE LUCA

ALEX DE LUCA

ALEX DE LUCA

ALEX DE LUCA

Of course you do.

I hope it isn’t. I’m not wearing the right sort 
of clothing for a search.

I know that, dahling. I’m not a complete 
imbecile. What I meant was, if I’d known 
I was going to be searched, I’d have worn 
something less liable to damage. Fashion this 
good takes ages to put together, dahling.

No dahling, I call this FASHION. You wouldn’t 
know what that was if it came up and hit you 
in the face, trust me.
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SCRIPTED DIALOGUE — ROUND TWO (CONT)

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

ALEX DE LUCA

Alex, you might not be able to shift one 
of these sculptures, but that’s probably 
because you just don’t work out enough.  
I dare say I could lift one or two of them.  
I’m sure the paramedics had the staff help 
them too.

I bet they did. At least they didn’t ask any of 
us to help. That would have put me right off 
my food.

That much I can tell! If the artworks in 
Theresa’s house are anything to go by, 
nothing here could be moved without the use 
of a forklift! I don’t know how the paramedics 
got the sculpture lifted off her, not without 
help anyway. 

QUESTIONS — ROUND TWO

QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD ASK: 

Delphine, did you know Charles was going to be here this weekend? 

Charles, what sort of things have you invented?  
Anything we would know about? 

IF MICHAEL IS HERE TODAY ASK HIM THIS QUESTION: 
Michael, do you know the chef Theresa employs here quite well?
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ANSWERS YOU SHOULD GIVE WHEN ASKED THE RIGHT QUESTION:

WHEN ASKED: Alex, I’m sure I saw you in the downstairs study earlier.  
What were you doing? 
 
SAY: I was searching for a button. It pinged off while I was exploring the house. 
I wanted to get it back in place before tonight. A stitch in time saves nine, isn’t 
that what they always say? Situations like this are exactly why I carry thread 
around with me just in case. The only problem is I never found it.  

WHEN ASKED: Alex, I heard a rumour Theresa was expanding her portfolio into 
the fashion industry. Had you heard anything about that?

SAY: Yes. There are a lot of billionaires who spread their investment portfolios 
across a number of things. It’s quite common. Theresa’s main investment  
was in media, but just recently she has branched into fashion. She now owns  
a major high street retailer – I won’t mention any names – who purchase  
a lot of my high street fashion designs. 

IF MICHAEL IS HERE, WAIT UNTIL HE ASKS HIS QUESTION BEFORE  
PROVIDING THE INFORMATION BELOW. IF HE ISN’T HERE TODAY  
– CONTINUE YOUR ANSWER ABOVE WITH: 

Catwalk designs are what I live for, dahling, but the bread and butter 
income for any fashion designer is in meeting the market for the high  
street fashion labels. 

DO NOT READ FURTHER UNTIL YOU HAVE HEARD FROM  
THE INSPECTOR AGAIN.
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SCRIPTED DIALOGUE — ROUND THREE

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

ALEX DE LUCA

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

ALEX DE LUCA

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN

I don’t think so, Alex. Finance is a very 
personal matter. My advisor and I work fist 
in glove. That is to say, we work very closely. 
And you have to have money to make money.

Billions, Delphine. Billions! Oodles isn’t 
actually a recognised financial term.

It’s not actually, Delphine. What I meant, 
Alex, is that a financial advisor that works at 
my level is not the sort of investment advice 
you would need.

I have money.

Just not as much as Charles, Alex.  
He has oodles.

Same thing.

I don’t have a question for you, Inspector,  
but I do have a question for you, Charles.  
You seem quite au fait with stocks and shares. 
Can you recommend a good financial advisor 
for me?

I would recommend mine if I had one, Alex, 
but I tend to spend what I make. My agent 
handles most of my finances and just drip-
feeds me a monthly allowance, otherwise I’d 
never have enough money for materials.

DELPHINE CHEVALIER Aw, come on, people! Life’s too short to be 
looking at investments. Make it, spend it, have 
fun doing it! Life is there to be enjoyed, not 
penny-pinched over!
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CHARLES JOHANSSEN

CHARLES JOHANSSEN

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

BROOKLYN TREVELYAN

ALEX DE LUCA

DELPHINE CHEVALIER

I wish I’d learned to be more carefree when  
I was with you, Delphine.

I suppose you could say she was “feeling the 
squeeze”.

It’s not too late, Charles. Money doesn’t 
make the world go around.

And yet Theresa had money and look at her. 

True, but it sure helps, Delphine. Not all of 
us want to dress the way you do. Some of us 
need a little more luxury.

Had being the operative word. Charles 
was busy shorting her stock, whatever that 
means.

QUESTIONS — ROUND THREE

QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD ASK: 

Delphine, am I right in thinking Theresa refused to broadcast your  
latest hit on her media channels? 

Brooklyn, am I right in thinking that art is sometimes seen as  
an investment by collectors? 

IF MICHAEL IS HERE TODAY ASK HIM THIS QUESTION: 
Michael, where were you this afternoon when the sculpture fell on Theresa?
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ANSWERS — ROUND THREE

ANSWERS YOU SHOULD GIVE WHEN ASKED THE RIGHT QUESTION:

WHEN ASKED: Alex, is it true you are living beyond your means right now? 
 
SAY: Oh, that’s an exaggeration, dahling. Everyone has an overdraft and a 
credit card or two they dip into now and again, don’t they? And you can’t 
expect me to walk around in any old label now, surely? Moi? Er, no!  
I have to live the brand, dahling! That costs money. Money well spent too.  
Life is too short. You have to enjoy what time you have.  
Anyway, my next pay cheque is just around the corner.  

WHEN ASKED: Alex, I’m sure I heard you arguing with Theresa before lunch. 
What were you fighting about?

SAY: Oh dahling, I’m so sorry you heard that, really I am. I should have kept 
my voice down but that woman was so infuriating! She doesn’t know the 
first thing about fashion OR what the consumer wants. Given the chance, 
she’d have us all go back to nylon slacks and huge lapels. She said if she were 
to permit me to carry on designing for her new high street collection she 
wanted the final say on all designs. And I just told her no! In a slightly more 
aggressive and, I admit, colourful way. But really, what does she know about 
fashion? Absolutely nothing! 

IF FRANCESCA IS HERE, WAIT UNTIL SHE ASKS HER QUESTION BEFORE 
PROVIDING THE INFORMATION BELOW. IF SHE ISN’T HERE TODAY  
– CONTINUE YOUR ANSWER ABOVE WITH: 

We fought a little. And yes, she fired me. She said I would only design for 
her fashion company again, “over her dead body,” quote unquote.  
Oh wow! Perhaps she had a premonition! Who knows?  
Life has a funny way of working out I’ve found. 
As she’s no longer around, I consider myself un-fired.  
They’ll get my new designs next week. 

DO NOT READ FURTHER UNTIL YOU HAVE HEARD FROM  
THE INSPECTOR AGAIN.
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USE THE FOLLOWING DIALOGUE TO SUMMARISE YOUR POSITION,  
SPEAKING WHEN INDICATED BELOW. 

ALEX DE LUCA SPEAKS AFTER CHARLES JOHANSSEN SAYING:

Oh, get yourself a room you two! All this mushy stuff isn’t for public 
consumption and I know for a fact that neither of you would be behaving 
like this if Theresa were still alive. If you ask me, that paints you both in 
quite a bad light. 

AFTER YOU HAVE HEARD FROM ALL THE GUESTS, MAKE A PREDICTION  
AS TO WHO THE MURDERER IS AND WHY.  

TELL THE OTHERS.

CONCLUDING STATEMENT
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